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THE WILL OF JOSEPH POLLARD OF KING AND QUEEN 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 

By Maey Pollakd Clarke. 

The will of Joseph Pollard (1701-91), the ancestor of three 
U. S. Senators, one Congressman, and an Attorney-General of 
Virginia, is here published for the first time. The will is re- 
markable for the number of distinguished names it contains. 

1. The son-in-law, named as one of the executors, was Judge 
Edmund Pendleton (1721-1803), member of the first Continental 
Congress, author of the resolutions of the Virginia Convention 
of May, 1776, proposing a declaration of independence, presi- 
dent of the Virginia Convention which ratified the Constitution 
of the U. S., and president of the first Supreme Court of the State. 
Jefferson said of him, "He was the ablest man in debate I have 
ever met with." (JefEersonian Enc, p. 685.) With Jefferson 
and Wythe, he wrote the first Code of Virginia. His home "Ed- 
mundberry" in Caroline Co., was standing in 1906. His remains 
were removed from his family burying ground and placed under 
the aisle of Bruton Church, Williamsburg, about 1910. He left 
no issue. 

2. The other son-in-law mentioned as executor, Edmund Pen- 
dleton, "the younger," was a Colonel in the Revolutionary War. 
He lived at "White Plains" near Sparta, Caroline Co., Va. His 
home is still standing and is owned by Rev. Andrew Broadus. 

3. The grandson, John Taylor (1750-1824) mentioned in the 
will was Colonel in the Revolutionary Army, three times senator 
from Virginia. He offered the famous Virginia Resolutions of 
1798 against the Alien and Sedition laws. He was a prolific writer 
on political and agricultural topics. Among his books are "An 
Inquiry into the Principles and Policies of the Government of 
U. S." (1814), and "New Views of the Constitution of the U. S." 
(1823) and "Arator," one of the first American books on Agri- 
culture. Jefferson said that his book, "Construction Construed," 
was "the most logical retraction of government to the original 
and true principles of the Constitution creating them, which has 
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appeared since the adoption of that instrument." (Jeffersonian 
Enc., p. 859.) John Taylor's home in Caroline Co., "Hazlewood," 
where he is buried, is still a fine estate and is owned by a son-in- 
law of William Jennings Bryan. 

Both the Col. Edmund Pendleton and John Taylor were edu- 
cated by their uncle, Judge Edmund Pendleton, at the College of 
William and Mary. 

4. The daughter, Francis Pollard Eogers, mentioned in the 
will was the wife of George Eogers (1721-1802) of Mt. Air, Caro- 
line Co. — the uncle of George Eogers Clarke. From this daughter 
was descended Joseph Eogers Underwood (1791-1873) born in 
Goochland Co., Va., U. S. Senator from Kentucky, 1835-43, and 
also the present TJ. S. Senator Oscar W. Underwood, of Alabama, 
Democratic Leader. 

5. The son, William, mentioned in the will was William Pol- 
lard, clerk of Hanover County, 1740-81. He was a friend and 
neighbor of Patrick Henry. His name is signed to the resolu- 
tions of the famous gathering of Hanover's citizens to take action 
concerning the formation of a Congress of the colonies to formu- 
late plans to resist British oppression. (See William Wirt's Life 
of Henry, p. 98.) His home, "Buck-eye," near Studley is still 
standing and is owned by the family. 

6. The son, Thomas Pollard, mentioned in the will lived in 
Fairfax Co., Va., and was a friend and neighbor of George Wash- 
ington and served with him as vestryman in Pohick Church. (See 
History of Pohick Church.) He afterwards moved to Kentucky, 
and has many descendants in the West. 

7. The grandson, Joseph Pollard (son of William) men- 
tioned in the will was a soldier in the Eevolutionary War and was 
at the surrender at Yorktown. He married Catherine Eobinson, 
great-granddaughter of John Eobinson, President of the Council, 
and acting Governor of Virginia 1749. From him were descended 
the late Col. John Pollard, of King and Queen Co., his sons, the 
late Dr. John Pollard, of Bichmond College, and Henry Eobinson 
Pollard, former City Attorney of Bichmond, and John Garland 
Pollard, former Attorney-General of Virginia, and now professor 
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of Constitutional History and Law at the College of William and 
Mary. 

Joseph Pollard, the maker of the will here published, was a 
son of Robert Pollard, of King and Queen Co., Va., who received 
from the King a grant of land in St. Stephens Parish near Tueka- 
hoe swamp in said county. (See records in the office of the Regis- 
ter of Lands at Richmond.) Joseph Pollard lived in King and 
Queen County until 175 1 and then moved to Goochland County, 
where he became treasurer of the county. He married Prissilla 
Hoomes, of Caroline, who lived at "The Mansion," near Bowling 
Green. 

The writer, Mary Pollard Clarke, 1815 Hanover Ave., Rich- 
mond, Va., is collecting data for publication and would be glad to 
receive information concerning the descendants of those men- 
tioned in the will. 

In the name of God amen I Joseph Pollard of Goochland 
County being in an advanced Age but by Divine favour of sound 
& disposing memory do make this my last Will and Testament 
for setting my temporal Affairs. Imprimis my eldest daughter 
Sarah Pendleton having received her due proportion of my estate 
is therefore omitted herein. 

Item. I give to the Children of my son WilHam Pollard deed, 
a negro Woman named Lucy & her children & a boy Sawney now 
in the possession of the sd children, and a fifth part of my stocks 
of Cattle, Sheep & Hoggs in Goochland & a sixth part of my 
household furniture. 

Item. I give to my daughter Frances Rogers Four Negroes 
Brutus, Hannah, Patty & Chloe now in her Husband's possession 
with the children of the females born or to be born, also one fifth 
part of my Cattle, Sheep & Hoggs in the County of Goochland 
& a sixth part of my Household furniture. 

Item. I give to my son Thomas Pollard & his Heirs the Land 
whereon he lives in Fairfax County & all the stocks thereon, also 
three Negroes named Gilbert, Scopeo & Moll with her children 
now in his possession & a sixth part of my household furniture. 

Item. I give to my daughter Anne Taylor a large looking 
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glass & a large Kettle which I purchased of her Husbands estate 
also one fifth part of my stocks in Goochland County & a sixth 
part of my household furniture: also I confirm to her daughter 
Elizabeth Johnson a negroe woman named Janey and her chil- 
dren to go according to the terms of her marriage settlement. 

Item. I give to my daughter Elizabeth Meriwether the use 
of young negro woman named Eachel & her increase during her 
natural life & at her death to be equally divided between her chil- 
dren. I also give her one fifth part of my said stocks in Gooch- 
land and a sixth part of my Household furniture. 

Item. My daughter Jane Dandridge having received her due 
proportion of my estate is therefore omitted herein. 

Item. I give to my daughter Mille Pendleton, my Negroes 
Flora & her children born or to be born & Emos now in her Hus- 
bands possession, also one fifth part of said stocks in Goochland 
and a sixth part of my Household furniture. 

Item. It is my meaning that none of the bequests of stocks 
in Goochland or of Household furniture shall take effect until 
the death of my wife who shall have the use thereof during her 
life. 

Item. All the rest of my Estate I give to my wife during her 
natural Life and after her death I give a Young Negroe or Forty 
pounds Specie (at the current value of Gold or Silver) to each 
of my Grandsons Joseph Pollard (son of William) Joseph Pol- 
lard (son of Thomas) John Rogers, John Taylor, Thomas Meri- 
wether & John Pendleton and the remainder of my estate or resi- 
due after my just debts being paid I give at the death of my wife 
to be equally divided between my son Thomas Pollard and the 
children of William Pollard, deed. 

Item. If any Child should die before me the legacies herein 
devised to such child shall not lapse but go to the representatives 
of him or her according to the Statute of distributions, except 
where it is otherwise limited. 

Item. The looking glass & kettle to my daughter Anne Tay- 
lor are to be taken out before a General division of my Household 
furniture. 

Lastly I do appoint my sd wife Pricilla Pollard, my son Thomas 



166 William and Mary Quarterly 

Pollard, and my sons in law Edmund Pendleton & Edmund Pen- 
dleton the Younger Executors of this my will who I desire may 
not be compelled to give security and that my estate may not be 
appreaised. 

Witness my hand and seal this Twenty Third day of November 
one thousand seven hundred and Ninety one. 

Joseph Pollard seal 
Sealed and Published before us who subscribed the same in the 
Testators and at his request. Jno Shelton, Joseph Shelton, Jos. 
M. Payne. 

Eecorded in the Clerks Office of Goochland Co Va Deed & 
Will book #6 p. 56 



